Wilms' tumor--model of a curable pediatric malignant solid tumor.
Wilms' tumor is the model of the treatment of a pediatric solid tumor. Initially it appeared that multi-modality therapy, consisting of transabodominal nephrectomy, post-operative radiation therapy to the tumor bed and adjuvant, single agent chemotherapy provided the highest likelihood of disease-free survival. The identification of important prognostic factors, such as histology, tumor weight, lymph node involvement and age at diagnosis has led to a re-examination of the treatment of Wilms' tumor. Future therapeutic developments will include the administration of less therapy to some well defined groups of patients, and the exploration of new programs for patients who have been demonstrated to have a poor prognosis using currently accepted treatment techniques.